OPEKATIONS IN SPAIN.

mencement of the year, and remember the dangerous state
which Spain was thrown into, delivered up to her own weak-
ness, France being too feeble to defend her; finding it difficult
enough, in fact, to defend herself, and willing to abandon her
ally entirely in the hope by this means to obtain peace.

Towards the end of March the King of Spain set out from
Madrid to put himself at the head of his army in Aragon.
Villadarias, one of his best and oldest general officers, was
chosen to command under him.    The King of Spain went from
Saragossa to Lerida, where he was received with acclamations
by the people and his army.    He crossed the S6gre on the 14th
of May, and advanced towards Balaguier, designing to lay siego
to it.   But heavy rains falling and causing the waters to rise,
he was obliged to abandon his project.    Joined a month after-
wards by troops arrived from Flanders, he sought to attack the
enemy, but was obliged to content himself for the moment by
scouring the country, and taking some little towns where the
Archduke had established stores.   All this time the Count of
Staremberg, who commanded the forces of the Archduke, was ill,
this circumstance the King of Spain was profiting by.  But the
Count grew well again quicker than was expected; promptly
assembled his forces; marched against the army of the King of
Spain; engaged it, and obliged it, all astonished, to retire under
Saragossa.    This ill-success fell entirely on Villadarias, who
was accused of imprudence and negligence. The King of Spain
was desperately in want of generals, and M. de Vcndflme
knowing this, and sick to death of banishment, had asked some
little time before to be allowed to offer his services. At first he
was snubbed.   But the King of Spain, who eagerly wished for
M. de Vendome, despatched a courier, after this defeat, bogging
the King to allow him to come and take command.   The King
held out no longer.

The Due de Vend&me had prepared everything in advance;
and having got over a slight attack of gout, hastened to Ver-
sailles. M. du Maine had negociated with Madame do Mamte-
non to obtain permission to take Vend6me to the Duchesse de
Bourgogne. The opportunity seemed favourable to them.